WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



In a computer system having a graphical user 
interfaces and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing Vnd selecting from the user interface, comprising: 
maintaining information about executable code; 
providing; a shell user interface having a plurality of 
pages; \ 

displaying cm a particular page in the shell user 
interface, a link associated with an executable code according 
to the information; \ 

receiving a signa\ indicative of a selection of the link 
via the user interface; \ and 

taking action with respect to the executable code in 
response to the signal. \ 

2. The method of claim \l, wherein the link is 
associated with a document produced by the executable code. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the action comprises 
opening the document in the executable code. 

4. The method of claim 2, whereVn the information 
comprises file association information. 
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5\ The method of claim 2, wherein taking action 
comprises launching the executable code and opening the 
document in the executable code. 



6. The method of claim 1, wherein the link is 
associated with a link to a web location. 



7. The metfc^od of claim 6, wherein the link to a web 
location is displayed on the particular page in accordance 



jjlO with a query to a remote location, 



\ 

\ 

8. The method of.* claim 7, wherein content corresponding 

to the link to a web location is stored locally making the 

A 

content available for display when the computer system is not 



A 



|^15 connected to the remote source, 

Q 

. «:=. 

9. The method of claim\6, wherein the executable code 
comprises network access software, and wherein taking action 
comprises accessing the web location with the network access 
20 software. 

\, 
V 
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The method of claim 9, wherein the executable code 
comprises network access software, and wherein taking action 

N 

\ 

comprises accessing locally-saved content from the web 
location wi\th the network access software when a connection to 
the web location is not provided. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the link is 
associated with ah external device. 

12. The method^ of claim 11, wherein taking action 

\ 

A 

comprises displaying 'a page including settings of the external 
device . 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein taking action 
comprises starting operation of^a task available to an 
application program. \ 

14. The method of claim I, wherein taking action 
comprises starting operation of\a task available to an 
application program. \ 
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15. The method of claim 1, wherein the shell user 
interface comprises a first page and a second page, and 
further (comprising: 

displaying on the first page a link associated with the 
second pageX 

in response to a signal via the user interface indicative 
of a selection V>f the link associated with the second page, 
displaying the second page. 

16. A computeV-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in 
claim 15. \ 

17. A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions far performing the method recited in 
claim 1. \ 

18. In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface ^election device, a method of 
providing and selecting from the Yiser interface, comprising: 

maintaining information about Executable code; 
displaying a first page comprising: 

a first link associated with\a second page; and 
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a\second link associated with a first executable 
code according to the information; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
first link via \he user interface, displaying the second page; 
and \ 

in response t© a signal indicative of a . selection of the 
second link via theNuser interface, taking action with respect 
to the first executable code. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
displaying on the seaond page a third link associated 

with a third page and a fourth link associated with a second 
executable code according to\inf ormation in the database; 

in response to a signal Midicative of a selection of the 
third link via the user interface, displaying the third page; 
and \ 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
fourth link via the user interf ace, \ taking action with respect 
to the second executable code. \ 

20. A computer-readable medium hawing computer- 
executable instructions for performing the^ method recited in 
claim 18. \ 



2 3\ . In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing\ and selecting from the user interface, comprising: 

displaying a link on a first page, the link being 
associated w\th a task that is available in an application 
program; \ 

in response* to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
link via the user\ interface, taking action with respect to the 
task. \ 

22. The method \f claim 21, wherein taking action 
comprises starting operation of the task. 

23. The method of craim 21, wherein taking action 
comprises opening a second wage directed to the task. 

24. The method of claim \23, further comprising: 
displaying a link on the second page, the link on the 

second page being associated with\ the task; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
link on the second page via the useAinterf ace, starting 
operation of the task. \ 
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23. The method of claim 21 f further comprising: 
displaying a plurality of links on a first page, each of 

the links\being associated with a different task for the 

application^ program; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one 

of the links Via the user interface, taking action with 

respect to the Vask associated with the link. 



^ 2 6. A computer-readable medium having computer- 

S~-' \ 
^ \ 

ijjLO executable instructions for performing the method recited in 

ill claim 21. 



20 



27. In a computed system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing and selecting fnom the user interface, comprising: 

maintaining information about tasks that are available 
for a plurality of application programs; 

grouping a set of the tas\ks according to the information; 

displaying links to each or the tasks in the set on a 
first page, each of the links be^pg associated with a 
particular task in the set; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one 
of the links via the user interface, -raking action with 
respect to the task associated with the\link, 
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2S\ A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in 
claim 27 . \ 

5 29. In a\ computer system having a graphical user 

interface and a Vser interface selection device, a method of 
providing and selecting from the user interface, comprising: 
maintaining information about links to web locations; 
maintaining information about locally-stored files; 
lljlO displaying on a f^rst page, according to the information 

' SB? \ 

jU about the locally-stored \files, a file link for each of the 
« ft \ 
! =J locally-stored files; \ 
d \ 

si displaying on the firsA page, according to the 

Q \ 

it) information about the links ta web locations, a web link for 

ja& \ 

j I~15 each of the links to web locations; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one 
of the file links via the user interface, taking action with 
respect to the locally-stored file associated with the file 
link; and \ 
20 in response to a signal indicative V>f a selection of one 

of the web links via the user interface, Baking action with 
respect to the web location associated with\the web link. 



- 67 - 



10. The method of claim 29, wherein the file links are 
grouped\ together on the first page. 

31. \he method of claim 2 9„ wherein the web links are 
grouped together on the first page. 



32. The method of claim 29, wherein the locally-stored 
file associated wath the file link comprises executable code, 



33. The methoa of claim 32 , wherein taking action with 
respect to the locally-stored file associated with the file 
link comprises launching an instance of the executable code. 



y 34. The method of cl^im 32, wherein taking action with 

: 

*I15 respect to the locally-stordd file associated with the file 

us \ 

94 link comprises displaying an ^lready-opened instance of the 
executable code. 

35. The method of claim 29, wherein the locally-stored 
20 file associated with the file link comprises a document. 



36. The method of claim 35, wherem taking action with 
respect to the locally-stored file associated with the file 
link comprises displaying the document. 
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37,. The method of claim 29, further comprising: 

maintaining information about tasks that are available 
from at leayst one application program; 

displaying on the first page, a task link to each of the 
tasks; and \ 

in response \to a signal indicative of a selection of one 
of the task links via the user interface, taking action with 
respect to the task associated with the link. 

38. The method of Vlaim 37, wherein the task links are 
grouped together on the fxurst page. 

39. A computer-readable^ medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in 
claim 37. \ 

40. The method of claim 37, wherein taking action with 
respect to the task comprises starting operation of the task. 

41. The method of claim 37, wherein taking action with 
respect to the task comprises opening a Vask page directed to 
the task. \ 
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42. The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
maintaining information about a task that is available 

from an application program; 

displacing, according to the information about the task, 
a task link on the first page, the task link being associated 
with the task;\and 

in response^ to a signal indicative of selection of the 
task link and a fiue link via the user interface, taking 
action with respectVto the task on the file associated with 
the file link. \ 

43. The method of ^laim 42, wherein taking action 
comprises starting operation of the task. 

44. The method of claim\42, wherein taking action 
comprises opening a task page directed to the task. 

45. A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing .the method recited in 
claim 42. \ 

46. A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing trie method recited in 

\ V. 

claim 29. \ 



4 V . In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing^ and selecting from the user interface, comprising: 

maintaining information about executable code; 

maintaining information about files, the information 
including at least one item of information about each file; 

displaying\ on a first page, a tile having a item link and 
at least one file link, the file link being associated with a 
particular item of\ information about a file, and the item link 
being associated wixth at least one executable code according 
to the information about executable codes; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
file link via the user interface, taking action with respect 
to the executable code associated with the file that is 
associated with the file lVnk; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
item link via the user interface, taking action with respect 
to item associated with the i&em link. 

48. The method of claim 47\ wherein the file comprises a 
document . \ 

49. The method of claim 47, wherein the file comprises a 
link to a web location. \ 



50. The \riethod of claim 47, wherein the file comprises a 
program. 

51. The method ofi^laim 50, wherein the item comprises a 
task available within /the^program. 

The method of claim 4 7 , wherein the tile comprises a 
pluralitXof item links, each of the item links being 
associated with a particular item of information about the 
file, and further comprising: in response to a signal 
indicative of a selection of one of the item links via the 
user interface, taking\action with respect to item associated 
with the selected item lim 



53. Ign a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and\a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing the user interface, comprising: 

scanning filesVon the computer system and comparing those 
files to files in a c^t^loqj/ 

writing registration information regarding the file into 
a database when a file on th^ computer system is matched to 
one in the catalog; and 

displaying in the section of \he page of the user 
interface a link to a file according \o the information, 



54. The\nethod of claim 53, wherein the catalog is 
maintained on a remote computer. 

55. The method oXi PlLaim^S 3 , further comprising 
displaying in the section\>f the page of the user interface a 
plurality of links to a plurality of files that include 
registration information that me^ts the requirements of the 
query. 



^6. In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface^ and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing a R^enu on the user interface, comprising: 

providing av shell user interface that enables the display 
of one or more pageV; 

making an option available while displaying each of a 
plurality of pages, the option being associated with a file 
system comprising a plurality cs^f favorites folders; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
option when a first page is displayecNin the shell user 
interface, writing information about theNfirst page into a 
selected one of the favorites folders: \^ 

displaying on a second page a link to the first page 
according to the information in the one favorites rfc^lder; and 
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\ 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the 
user interface, displaying the first page. 



ispo 
link via the 



57. computer system, comprising: 

a database for maintaining information about files, the 
information including descriptive information about the files; 
a connectionV:o a networked environment; 
-a search engine\linked to the networked environment, 
comprising : 

a first search V:omponent that parses the descriptive 
information about theNfiles in response to a search 
query; and 

a second search component that, responsive a search 
of the descriptive information not returning an item, 
\requests a remote search via \he connection based on the 



search query?* 



58. The computer system of claim b\, wherein the 
information about files comprises category\inf ormation, and 
wherein the first search component comprises^ 

a first search subcomponent that parses the 

descriptive information in a select group ok files based 

upon the category information in response to a\search 

query; and 
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a second seaxch subcomponent that, responsive to a 
search performed byNLh^ first search subcomponent not 
returning an item, pVfses the descriptive information 
about the files based uporNt^he search query.. 

5y9. In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of 
providing \and selecting from the user interface, comprising: 
maintaining information about executable code; 
providing a shell user interface having a plurality of 
pages; \ 

displaying Vn a particular page in the shell user 
interface, a link ^associated with an executable code according 
to the information; \ 

receiving a signa.1 indicative of a selection of the link 
via the user interface;\ 

taking action with respect to the executable code in 
response to the signal; anaV 

in response to the execiitable code taking action with 
respect to a file, associating Vnformation about the 
particular page with the file. \ 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the file comprises a 



document . 



6\L. The method of claim 60, wherein taking action 
comprises opening the document. 

62. The method of claim 60, wherein taking action 



i 



comprises creating the document. 

63. The Viethod of claim 60, wherein taking action 
comprises using khe document as a target. 

64. The method of claim 59, wherein associating 
information comprises^ associating metadata with the document. 

65. The method of\claim 59, further comprising: 
displaying on another page in the shell user interface, a 

link associated with the fiue according to the information 
about the particular page; \ 

receiving a signal indicative via the user interface of a 
selection of the link associated with the file; 

taking action with respect tV the file in response to the 
signal. \ 

66. The method of claim 59, wherein the file comprises a 
document, and taking action with respecV to the file comprises 
displaying the file. \ 



67 A A computer-readable medium having computer- 



executabAe instructions for performing the method recited in 



claim 65 



5 68. In\a computer system having a graphical user 



interface and \a user interface selection device, a method of 



providing and selecting from the user interface, comprising: 
maintaining\inf ormation about associations between files 

and executable code; 
ifllO providing a sWell- user interface having a plurality of 

iJ pages; \ 

es. \ 
t t z \ 
' =rr \ 

y maintaining information about associations between pages 

: 5 \ 

of the shell user interface and executable code; 

: icr \ 
1% = \ 

! y displaying on a particular page in the shell user 

!** \ 

j !!l5 interface, a link associate^ with a file according to the file 
□ \ 

association information and Dhe information about association 



between pages of the shell user interface and the executable 



code; 



receiving a signal indicative of a selection of the link 



20 via the user interface; and 



taking action with respect to the file in response to the 



signal 
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69. A computen readable medium having stored thereon a 
data structure, the data structure comprising: 

a first data fielq comprising identification information 
about a file; and 

a second data field Associated with the identification 
information comprising information corresponding to a 
particular page within a multiple page interface. 

70. The data structure^ ofv^laija^b9 f wherein the second 
data field comprises inf ormation\corresponding to a plurality 
of pages within the multiple page \inter face . 



t as ~ 



:«i5 



71. The data structure of claim 69, further comprising a 
third data field associated with the identification 
information including information corresponding to terms that 
are descriptive of the file and are capable of being found by 
a search. 
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